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J4/00-0323, Combined changed proposal CD 1.8 # 1

The translated format of a hex alphanumeric literal in the combined change proposal uses the literal separator X", which is widely implemented as vendor extensions to COBOL.  No vendor is known to currently translate hex literals from a compile-time to a run-time coded character set.   Therefore, the translation of the X" format will be an upward-compatibility problem.

I propose that the literal separator X" be used for untranslated hex alphanumeric literals and that the separator AX" be used for the translated format.
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